
 Progression Routes to Higher Education from the Access programme.  

  
 

What degrees can I apply for from my access programme? 

There are 100s of degree opportunities offered to SWAP East students after you have completed 

your access programme. Check out the Progression route finder (located at the foot of the SWAP 

East home page) to find out which degree courses you can apply for from your access programme. 

Select the access programme that you are on, and then type in the subject that interest you. If you 

want to see all the degrees that have progression opportunities from your programme, then leave 

the free text box empty and just click ADD. Or, if you want to filter it so that you just see degree 

courses from an individual university, then click on the Select arrow under “Universities where 

subjects are available”. Please note, when searching for degree routes for the University of St Andrews, only General 

Arts (MA) and General Science (BSc) degrees are available. If you are successful in getting a place on a general degree at St 

Andrews, you will choose your subjects at the start of 1
st
 year. At the end of 2

nd
 year, if you have performed well enough 

academically, you may be selected for a 4 years Honours degree in your chosen subject. If not, you will complete 3 years with 

a General Arts or Science Ordinary degree. 

Under each degree course title within the progression route finder, you will find a standard format. 

Here is an example of the format that you will (mostly) see: 

 

The first line refers to the degree course, the qualification and which university is offering it. 

The second line refers to the SWAP profile grades that are required; they should correspond to the 

grades requested in the UCAS condition of offer from the university. Please note that this line will 

NEVER refer to SQA exam grades. If an SQA exam grade is required, they will be listed in the 3rd part. 

This is where the university will detail any specific entry requirements that they want you to achieve 

on the access programme, in order to be considered for this degree course. They may mention 

certain units or they may ask for an SQA exam pass, e.g. National 5 Maths for Primary Education. If 
you would like more information about SWAP profile grades, you will find it in the SWAP East 
Student Handbook.  

Can I apply to a university that is not on the progression route finder? 

SWAP East Access programmes only have formal progression agreements with universities on the 

SWAP East progression route finder. However, some applications to universities in the west of 

Scotland and also to universities in England and Wales are considered. Please call the SWAP East 

office for advice if you wish to make an application to a university that’s not listed.  

Is HNC/HND a progression possibility as well?  

 If you prefer to go down the higher education route within a college (either as an alternative route 

for moving on to university at a later stage, or because the HND qualification is what you are looking 

for), then your access programme can also qualify you for entry into HNC/HND courses. For details 

on the HNs available to you, you should speak to your tutor/student advisor at college.  

 

http://swapsurvey.org/progression/east
SWAP%20East%20Student%20Handbook.pdf
SWAP%20East%20Student%20Handbook.pdf


I cannot manage full-time study at the moment, are there any part-time options in higher 

education?  

For students who may find that full-time study is not a viable route, there are options for studying 

part-time courses within higher education. Click below to go directly to the university’s information 

pages on part-time study. 

The Open University provides a range of progression opportunities for SWAP students. Building on 

the excellent preparation for further study provided by the SWAP access programme, students could 

progress to the BA or BSc Open degree – a flexible qualification that allows you to tailor the content 

of the degree. Alternatively, students could progress to a range of degree qualifications including: 

BA(Hons) Arts and Humanities         

BA(Hons) History 

BA(Hons) English Language and Literature       

BA(Hons) Language Studies 

BA(Hons) Business Management 

BA(Hons) Combined Social Sciences 

BSc(Hons) Psychology 

BSc(Hons) Natural Sciences 

Bachelor Engineering (Hons) 

BSc(Hons) Design and Innovation 

There are other part-time courses offered by some of our partner universities: - Stirling University; 

The University of St Andrews; The University of Edinburgh 

 

Will I have to pay tuition fees if I study part-time? 

For part-time study, tuition fees are not automatically paid by the Students Award Agency in 

Scotland. However, there is a part-time fee grant available from SAAS, which can help pay some of 

the costs. Click on the hyperlink to find out more.  

http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/qualifications/qd
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/find/arts-and-humanities
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/find/arts-and-humanities
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/find/arts-and-humanities
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/find/languages
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/find/business-and-management
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/find/social-sciences
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/find/psychology-and-counselling
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/find/science
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/find/engineering
http://www.open.ac.uk/courses/find/design
http://www.stir.ac.uk/flexible/
http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/study/ug/options/routes/part-time/
http://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/undergraduate/applying/part-time
http://www.saas.gov.uk/part_time/ug/funding_available.htm

